CHAPTER II
SPIRIT OF THE TIME
For Mercy has a human heart,
Pity a human face, And Love the human form divine,
And Peace the human dress.
BLAKE.
BOOK CBITICS to-day are wont to speak contemptuously ^J^, of the mid-Victorian age. They should now and then pause to bethink themselves. Darwin's famous book appeared in 1859. Buckle's History of Civilisation caught lively public attention the year before, and whatever may be decided on his worth either as philosopher or scholar, his system with its panoply of detail must, as Acton, the severest and most destructive of his Catholic critics, allows, have powerfully appealed to something or other in the public mind, or told something or other very important that people wanted to know. This something or other in the public mind was, in truth, a common readiness to extend an excited welcome to explanation whether of species or social phenomena by general laws, at the expense of special providence. Anybody can see what tremendous questions this curious ferment brought to issue. .Herbert Spencer began with Social Statics in 1850. In Memoriam (1850) exhausted no problems, but it intimated many of the deepest of them, and lent the voice of pathetic
14.ous firmament on high, down into the rationalist arena of earth. The force of miracle and myth and intervening Will in the interpretation of the world began to give way before the reign of law.faiths of the world, and philosophic explanations of them. Both avenues were gradually thronged by eager crowds: the learned and competent on the one hand, and people of common, plain intelligence on the other.
